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we are positively obliged to maintain civility, both Hindus and
Muslims. And if one side maintains civility up to the end, it is
certain ultimately to influence the other party. I feel inclined to
see the beginning of such civility in this explanation. The Govern-
ment is welcome to take possession of our fields or shoot us in a
civilized manner.
After this preface, I give the "explanation"   below:1
While welcoming this explanation, I merely wish to say that
not a single Patidar of the Bardoli taluka has been kept in  the
dark.   All men and women have been told that the Government
1.  can sell the entire crop,
2.  can give away for a song a crop worth lakhs,
3.  can remove even cattle, and household utensils,
4.  can confiscate even Inami lands,
5.  can imprison people,
6.  can cut off railway, telegraphic and postal communications,
surround the Bardoli taluka, and try to wear out the people by
blockading them thus.    The people may fight only if they can
bear all these hardships.
Further, the people of Bardoli have also been told that, if on
the whole they remain firm in their determination, adhere to truth,
preserve complete peace, shed all fear, remain united among them-
selves, keep up complete non-co-operation, maintain friendly re-
lations with the Dheds and Bhangis and do not regard them as un-
touchables, adopt complete swadeshi and wear only hand-spun,
hand-woven cloth and spin and weave the required cloth in Bardoli
itself, then not even a hair of theirs will be touched and they
will not only get back their confiscated lands but will also end
others5 sufferings and, themselves becoming free, play a big part
in liberating the whole country.
In this struggle, there is no place for hypocrisy, outward show
and falsehood, and nothing should be kept hidden. All should
fight with their own strength or rely on God. People should,
therefore, take every step after careful consideration. The cultiva-
tors of the Bardoli taluka are thoughtful men. I believe that
they are prepared to suffer anything and to be ruined for the
sake of their country, and that is why I pay them compliments
everyday*
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 29-1-1922
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